
 

  Thorny Issues  January 2018                                                                         1                                                 Acadiana Rose Society, Lafayette, LA 

Thorny Issues 
A Publication of the Acadiana Rose Society in South Louisiana 

An affiliate of the American Rose Society 

January 2018 

Volume 28 

B.J. Abshire-Editor 

 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
 

President’s Message 
 

This n That 
 

January in the Garden 
 

One of My Favorites 
 

Roses 101– Pruning Your 
Roses 

 
Felco Pruners 

 
Mid Winter Workshop and 

Registration Form 
“A Passion for Roses” 

Lafayette, LA 
 

January 18th Meeting  
We hope you will join us for our first meeting of the new year...6:30 pm. 
We will discuss things you can do to get ready for a great spring bloom 
such as organic fertilizing, tools, upcoming events and what to do about 
freeze damage your roses may have from the first week in January. 
Bring your questions, too. See you then.  
Christmas Party 
Thanks to all members who came to enjoy Christmas dinner. The food 
was great and a good time was had by all. Many thanks to Lou Savoy, 
Karen Molbert & BJ for the decorations and fun game.  

Membership Dues are Due 
Please try to pay your society dues as soon as possible. $20 for 
individuals and $25 for couples. Please mail to BJ - address on last 
page - or pay at the January meeting. Thanks 

Mid-Winter Workshop - January 26-27 
We hope to see you Friday and/or Saturday for great speakers, great 
food and great rose friends...Holiday Inn North - Evangeline Thruway, 
Lafayette. See the schedule and registration form included in this 
newsletter.   

Refreshments 
Please sign up to bring something to a future  meeting.  
 

Calendar of Events 

January 18, 2018 
January 26-27, 2018  
February 15, 2018 
February 10, 2018  
March 9, 2018 

Acadiana Rose Soc Meeting - Ira Nelson Hort. Center 
Mid-Winter Workshop - Lafayette, LA 
Acadiana Rose Soc Regular Meeting - Ira Nelson Hort. Center 
Pruning Party at the American Rose Center - Shreveport 
Horticulture Symposium - American Rose Center - Shreveport 
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Membership Dues are Now Due 
      ~   We Love Having You as a Member   ~   
         

Renew your 2018 ARS Membership -  
ARS memberships expire at the end of December. 
Treasurer BJ Abshire will be accepting new and re-
newed memberships at the January and February 
meetings or by mail…$20 for individual & $25 for cou-
ples. Thank you for being prompt. 

 

     A Message from our New President...                                                                                                                                                                                                            

 

Happy New Year to all from the Winter Wonderland!! 
 
     Hope you are all keeping warm and cozy this month. First, I want to send out a 
heartfelt thanks for all your support in electing me as president for this beloved organi-
zation. I feel so honored and blessed to be apart of such a fun and exciting group!  I 
hope to bring a few new things to the organization this next year. There will be more to 
come about these things as the year unfolds. 
     I want to send out a friendly reminder that dues are $20 for single membership and 
$25 per couple for the year. This small fee helps us keep our organization moving 
and shaking with the best of them! Please be prompt! 
      During our Holiday Season it was so fun to see a dusting of snow. Of course, like a 
kid in the candy store, I had to get my camera and take a few pictures of my roses. 
How often do we see that here.  Maybe I can use one for a Christmas card next year:) 
Even though, it is most likely an old wives tale, we can only hope that the cool weather 
will help keep those pesky bugs away this spring. 
                                                                               With Love and Roses, 
                                                                                             Karen 

Thanks  

 

~Mid Winter Workshop - Lafayette, Holiday 
Inn North -  January 26-27 

Jim Mills will be at the workshop with roses ... 
go to kandmroses.com or  
info@kandmroses.com 
call 601 648-2908 or 601 410-0208 to order.  
Kris Kelley - Louisiana Signs and Designs will 
also be a vendor 
 

~Pruning party at ARC Feb 10, 2018 
 

~Allen Owing’s Horticulture Seminar March 9, 
2018, American Rose Center, Shreveport, LA 
 

~Festival de Fleur will be held at Blackham 
Coliseum in April. Acadiana RS will have an 
information table. More info to come. 
 

Request free Catalogs:  
 

Jackson & Perkins Roses  
www.jacksonandperkins.com  
Call toll-free 1-800-292-4769  
David Austin Roses  
www.davidaustinroses.com  
Call toll-free 800-328-8893  
Chamblee’s Rose Nursery  
www.chambleeroses.com  
Call toll-free 800-256-7673  
Antique Rose Emporium 
www.weAREroses.com 
979-836-9051 

This-n-That 

Check out the Gulf District Website  
 

 www.gulfdistrictrose.org 

kandmroses.com
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January in the Garden 
 

After several nights and days of below freezing temps you may be wondering if you need to do something 
special to your rose bushes...NO, you need not do anything until it’s time for major pruning in mid Febru-
ary. No harm was done to your bushes. They surely are getting a good rest for a beautiful spring bloom. 
 

Here’s a few things you can do until major pruning in February.  
  
Clean and sharpen your pruners and tools, sharp tools make cleaner cuts. Then get out to the garden and 
look for dead wood. You can cut out dead wood any time of the year. Also, check to make sure your 
sprayer is in good working order. All this will save you time in February. 
    
Evaluate your roses. Dig up and give away (or toss out) bushes that didn’t “wow” you. Undesirable bush-
es take as much care as good ones. Sometimes we find that where we planted a bush isn’t always the 
best place. Now is also a good time to transplant bushes.  
   
Add organics around the drip line mid to late January to get ahead of the game. They work slowly and will 
be ready for the plant to use once the soil has warmed up. You could add singly or a combination of any 
of the following: fish meal, alfalfa pellets, bone meal, blood meal, compost, milorganite, Epsom salts, cow 
manure. Mills Magic, MicroLife etc. are excellent ready to use products. 
  
Check the pH of your soil. Roses grow best in soil that is 6.2 to 6.8. You can check it several ways: pH 
meter, litmus strips, or soil samples.  For best results do it before adding fertilizers. If you need to raise 
the pH, dolomitic lime is the product of choice. If you need to lower the pH, sulfur is the product to use. 
   
January & February are excellent months to plant or transplant roses. In an existing beds, if your soil is 
old remove some of the old soil and amend with new soil or humus. Dig up the bush you want to trans-
plant and wash the soil off the roots. Plant as you would a bare root rose. Stake the bush to keep it stable. 
Mulch and water well, do not prune until February. 
 

Clean Up – Do a little housekeeping on those beds by removing fallen leaves. Mold spores can live on 
those leaves indefinitely. Keeping clean beds will reduce chances of blackspot and other diseases.    
 

Keep Records – Jot down in a notebook or on a calendar the details of what you did in the rose garden. It 
will  be helpful to you at some point this year and next year.  

It is said that this rose is Bill 
Radler’s favorite. Of course, Bill is 
the creator of the famous Knock 
Out series of roses. I like this rose 
so much I have 3 of them.  
Tahitian Treasure is a coral shrub 
that was introduced in 2014. It 
has a bushy, upright hab-
it...blooms singly and in small 
clusters throughout the season. It 
has semi-glossy dark green foli-
age that is very disease resistant. 
Abundant blooms are small in the 
summer heat but blooms are 
large and beautiful during the 
spring & fall. 

~ One of My Favorites ~ 
by  B.J. Abshire 

‘Tahitian Treasure’ 
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Roses 101: Pruning by: Kim Austin, ARS Consulting Rosarian 
Reprinted from the Greenville Rose Bud - Greenville, South Carolina 
 

 

I have heard many different opinions regarding the subject of pruning. The Oxford American Dictionary defines prun-
ing as “trimming a tree, shrub or bush by cutting away dead or overgrown branches or stems, especially to increase 
fruitfulness and growth.” That’s the answer to why we prune roses. This article will try to explain the how and when. 
 
There are a few tools you’ll need before you tackle the job of cutting back your roses. You’ll need a good pair of 
gloves and I’ve found goatskin gauntlets to be the most thorn-resistant and protective pair to wear. A good pair of 
bypass pruners also is a must. Make sure that they’re clean and sharp. You don’t want a surgeon to operate on you 
with a dirty scalpel! A pair of loppers and a folding saw also come in handy. Since my roses are spread out all over 
my yard and not in a tidy confined bed, I’ve found that a good heavy-duty tarp makes clean-up and hauling away cut 
branches to the curb much easier. If you’ve noticed cane borers (a tiny bee that burrows into the center of rose 
canes by eating the pith) in the past, a bottle of water-resistant carpenter’s glue works well for sealing the cut ends. I 
tend to get lazy as I’m pruning and find that just sealing canes that are larger than a half inch in diameter works fine 
for me. Otherwise my pruning would take weeks if I sealed every cane I cut. It’s also a good idea to take along a 
container of Lysol disposable wipes or Lysol Spray disinfectant as you go along to wipe your pruner blades– just to 
be sure you don’t spread any bacterial infections like galls from rose to rose. 
 
Before you make the first cut, stand back and look at the rose. Remember how it grew last year. The shape of the 
bush is determined by the type or class of rose. How often does it bloom? A once bloomer that puts on its big show 
in the spring should be cut back after it blooms, or you’ll end up cutting this year’s new blooms off. Look for any 
dead, deformed or diseased canes. Cut them out first as they must go - no matter what. Next open up the middle of 
the plant. Your goal is to get good air circulation through the bush to prevent fungal diseases from establishing. You 
want to get an idea in your mind of how far down to take the rose. A good general rule is to cut modern roses down 
to somewhere between your waist and your knees. Old garden roses that repeat bloom and shrubby plants can be 
trimmed by one third. Climbers should be left with as many lateral canes as possible, concentrating on getting rid of 
old and weak canes. 
 
Now let’s talk about the mysterious and elusive bud eye. Look on the stem for a little bump resembling a small pim-
ple. This is where the next stem will grow, on that side of the cane. You want to prune down to the bud eye where 
you wish the new stem to emerge, keeping in mind that you’re determining the rose bush’s shape by the cut. If the 
plant has an upright growth habit (hybrid teas, grandifloras and teas), prune to an outward-facing bud eye. Spread-
ing or ground cover roses can be pruned to an inward-facing eye. Since we live in black spot hell, I don’t want new 
growth in the center of the bush as I’ve just pruned it out for good air circulation. Keep this in mind as you look for 
that outward bud eye. By doing this, you’re forcing the rose to grow into the shape you desire, which is what’s natu-
ral for the plant. Don’t forget that new growth will generate from the bud eye in the direction that it is on the stem. 
The saying of “pruning down to a five leaf set” is to make sure you don’t leave any thin weak growth. Weak stems 
will get nipped first by a late freeze, so you want to get rid of the twiggy growth. However on china roses, twigs may 
be all you have on the plant. In this case, I just cut out the dead material and shape the plant for the coming year’s 
growth. Keep in mind that you want to leave strong healthy canes so the rose doesn’t have to waste its growing en-
ergy in early spring to fight off diseases and pests. 
 
Finally we come to the age-old question of when to prune. Some experts in our area are advocating a double-prune 
method. This is doing a major cut-back when the roses are dormant (in winter) and then following with a light trim-
ming of dead material in early spring for any growth that succumbs to frosts and freezes. They say that the act of 
pruning is not the stimulus that we once thought encouraged the rose to wake up from dormancy. Nature takes care 
of that task with the hours of sunlight increasing and soil temps warming up. A positive to doing this winter prune is 
that you wouldn’t be cutting off lots of the new spring growth. (editor’s note: remember the info in this paragraph fo-
cuses on growing roses in South Carolina where it gets much colder than South Louisiana) 
 
Don’t be intimidated by the task of pruning your roses. Even if you choose not to heavy trim, you need to at least get 
rid of the dead and diseased canes in your roses. Pruning allows you to spend some time thinking about their shape 
and how you want them to grow. It’s also one of those chores that get easier each year as your confidence grows in 
cutting back your plants. If you have any questions about pruning, shaping or growth habits, don’t hesitate to contact 
one of our Consulting Rosarians. 
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Felco Pruners - The Rosarian’s Choice 
Information taken from an article written by ARS Vice Pres. Bob Martin for The Pacific Rose, newsletter of the Pacific RS, Chris Green - editor 

 
Of all of the tools of the rosarian the most important are pruning shears. The purchase of pruning shears is 
not a place to cut corners or attempt to save money. Good pruning shears can last nearly a lifetime and 
viewed in terms of their years of use, they are quite inexpensive. they also make a nice gift for your favorite 
rosarian. 
Although there are other pruning shears of merit on the market, a survey of rosarians will reveal that the 
most preferred pruning shears are those manufactured by Felco. Felco is a Swiss company that has set the 
standard for professional pruning shears for more than sixty years. 
 
 

The Felco #6 is a smaller scale prun-
er with shorter blades that are good 
for those with smaller hands, includ-
ing women. They are good for prun-
ing miniature roses. The pruners are 
8 inches in overall length, have a 
smaller 0.8-inch diameter cutting ca-
pacity and retail for about $54.99. 

The Felco #8 has an ergonomic grip 
design that is easier on your hand. 
The pruners are 8 1/4 inches in over-
all length, have a 1-inch diameter cut-
ting capacity and retail for about 
$55.99. 
 

The Felco #11 is similar to the origi-
nal Felco 2, with a more narrow, 
pointed anvil blade for extra close 
cutting. it has ergonomic grips, is 8 
1/4” in overall length, has a 1-inch 
diameter cutting capacity and retails 
for about $58.99. 

Felco has many different pruner models. These are the 3 models that your editor has and recommends. 
Felco also has the wide availability of replacement parts for all models plus a key included with each 
pruner that serves as both screwdriver and wrench for disassembling and reassembling your pruners 
when changing out replacement parts.  
You may find some retailers that carry a few of the Felco models but the complete line of Felco pruners 
can be purchased from many online stores such A.M. Leonard (www.amleo.com)and The Felco Store 
(www.felco.com). Google Felco Pruners for a lengthy list of online retailers. 

Metal key for disassembling & reassembling 
included with every pruner purchase 

#6 

#8 

#11 
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Karen & BJ’s Snow Roses 
December 8, 2017 
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 The Acadiana Rose Society 
Consulting Rosarians:  

B.J. Abshire 981-4473 abshirebj@gmail.com 

Linda Aguzin* 560-1336 malbaguzin@yahoo.com 

John & Carol Benoit 234-6823 johnbost2277@yahoo.com 

Letha Briggs (Emeritus) 984-1868 lethab@lusfiber.net 

Mike Hamner (Emeritus) 235-6436 michaelhamner@cox.net 

Juan Nieto 290-1451 jfnieto1@netzero.net 

Diane Rountree 988-1741 ddrountree@aol.com 

Lou Savoy 235-9872   

*Master Rosarian   

Officers: 
President:  Karen Molbert  
1st Vice Pres: Virginia Bowen 
2nd Vice Presidents: Linda Aguzin &  
BJ Abshire 
Secretary: Letha Briggs 
Treasurer: B.J. Abshire 

Meeting Place: 
Ira Nelson Horticulture Center 
2206 Johnston St.,Lafayette, Louisiana 
3rd Thursday of each month 6:30pm 
(except Dec.– 2nd Thursday) 

No meeting in July 
 

Membership: 
$20 individuals and $25 couples 
make check payable to: 
Acadiana Rose Society 
BJ Abshire 
 

 


