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January 18th Meeting  
Our first program of the year will be a power point presentation of BJ 
Abshire’s  recommended roses that she grows in her garden. 
We will also prune a couple of potted roses for those who would like to 
get a refresher. Please let me know if you have a potted rose that could 
use pruning. 
 

Christmas Party 
We enjoyed another wonderful Christmas party with great food, 
fellowship and a fun game. Thanks to Karen, Lou & BJ for games and 
decorations. And thanks to all of you for the delicious food. 
  

Membership Dues are Due 
Please try to pay your society dues as soon as possible. $20 for 
individuals and $25 for husband/wife. Please mail to BJ - address on last 
page - or pay at the January meeting. Thanks 
 

Mid-Winter Workshop - February 8-9 
This year our workshop will be held at America’s Rose Garden in 
Shreveport. Lots of good speakers and food are planned. We hope you 
can come. See the schedule and registration form on page 7. 
   

Refreshments 
Carolyn Brupbacher & Karen Molbert will be providing food for the 
January meeting. Thanks Ladies. 
Please sign up to bring something to a future meeting.  

Calendar of Events 
January 17, 2019 
January 19, 2019 
February 8-9, 2019  
February 16, 2019 
February 21, 2019 
March 2, 2019 
March 9, 2019 

Acadiana Rose Soc Meeting - Ira Nelson Hort. Center 
Rose Seminar : Roses 101 - Golden Triangle RS Beaumont, TX 
Mid-Winter Workshop - America’s Rose Garden - Shreveport, LA 
Pruning Party at America’s Rose Garden - Shreveport 
Acadiana Rose Soc Regular Meeting - Ira Nelson Hort. Center 
All Seasons Nursery Rose Talk with Allen Owings, 10:00am 
Consulting Rosarian School - Beaumont   ddardeau@gt.rr.com  

mailto:ddardeau@gt.rr.com
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Membership Dues are Now Due 
      ~   We Love Having You as a Member   ~   
         

Renew your 2019 Acad. RS Membership -  
ARS memberships are January through December. 
Treasurer BJ Abshire will be accepting new and re-
newed memberships at the January and February 
meetings or by mail…$20 for individual & $25 for cou-
ples. Thank you for being prompt. 

 

    President’s Message 
 

     I hope everyone had a Merry Christmas and joyful New Year!  
 

     Our holiday potluck was a big success. The food was delicious and the company great. Thanks to Lou and 
BJ for set-up and the lovely decorations and to BJ for picking up the poinsettias for our tables. We had enter-
taining games that kept everyone in the holiday spirit!  
  
     We hope that we will see many more of you during the New Year. We are planning inspiring speakers, and 
we are hoping to involve members in activities that will expand the social in our society! Do you have any ide-
as about what you would like ARS to do? Please let us know at the upcoming meeting. 
 

     What a wet holiday season we had. I had over twenty inches in December at home and January is looking 
to be wet as well. Our roses love the rain but make sure to check in areas that have standing water for long 
periods of time. We do not want to disturb their roots systems. 
 

I want to send out a friendly reminder that dues are $20 for single membership and $25 per couple for the 
year. This small fee helps us keep our organization moving and shaking with the best of them!  
 

     I look forward to serving as your President for a second year, with my capable officers 
and board. I hope your holidays were filled with joy and warmth, and wish you a happy and 
prosperous New Year. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                           
 
 
 
 

Thanks  

 

~Mid Winter Workshop - Shreveport –America’s Rose 
Garden - February 8-9, 2019 
Jim Mills will be at the workshop with roses ... 
go to kandmroses.com or info@kandmroses.com 
call 601 648-2908 or 601 410-0208 to order.  
 

~Allen Owings rose talk at All Seasons Nursery in 
Lafayette, Saturday, March 2, 10:00 
 

~Consulting Rosarian School - Saturday March 16, 
Beaumont, TX 
 

~Allen Owing’s Horticulture Seminar April 6, 2019 
American Rose Center, Shreveport, LA 
 

~Festival de Fleur will be held at Blackham Coliseum 
on Saturday, April 13. Acadiana RS will have an infor-
mation table. More info to come. 

Request free Catalogs:  
 

Jackson & Perkins Roses  
www.jacksonandperkins.com  
Call toll-free 1-800-292-4769  
David Austin Roses  
www.davidaustinroses.com  
Call toll-free 800-328-8893  

With Love and Roses, 

Karen 

The following members have paid dues: 
 
BJ Abshire 
Pia Albuquerque 
John & Carol Benoit 
Mary Bergeron 
Virginia Bowen 
Carolyn Brupbacher 
John Chastant 
Lou Savoy 
 

Chamblee’s Rose Nursery  
www.chambleeroses.com  
Call toll-free 800-256-7673  
Antique Rose Emporium 
www.weAREroses.com 
979-836-9051 

DAVID C.H. AUSTIN  
1926 - 2018 

 

Founder of David Austin Ros-
es Ltd. David Sr. died peace-
fully at his home in Shrop-
shire, England on Tuesday, 
December 18th, 2018, sur-
rounded by his family. He 
was 92.  

kandmroses.com
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January in the Garden 
Here’s a few things you can do until major pruning in February.  
  
Clean and sharpen your pruners and tools. Sharp tools make cleaner cuts and your job easier. Then get out to the 
garden and look for dead wood. You can cut out dead wood any time of the year. Also, check to make sure your 
sprayer is in good working order. Did you clean it good the last time you used it? All this will save you time in Feb-
ruary. 
    

Evaluate your roses. Dig up and give away (or toss out) bushes that didn’t “wow” you. Undesirable bushes can 
take as much care as good ones. Sometimes we find that where we planted a bush isn’t always the best place. 
Now is a good time to transplant bushes.  
   

Add organics around the drip line mid to late January to get ahead of the game. They work slowly and will be ready 
for the plant to use once the soil has warmed up. You could add singly or a combination of any of the following: 
fish meal, alfalfa pellets, bone meal, blood meal, compost, milorganite, Epsom salts, aged cow manure. Mills Mag-
ic, MicroLife etc. are excellent ready to use products. If using Mills Magic Mix or MicroLife add about 2 or 3 cups 
around the drip line and lightly work in and then water. If using singly or a combination of the other products, mix 
equal amounts well in a bucket or container. Then scoop out about 2-3 cups, lightly work into the top of the soil of 
each bush and then water. Miniatures use about 1– 1 1/2 cups. 
   

Check the pH of your soil. Roses grow best in soil that is 6.2 to 6.8. You can check it several ways: pH meter, lit-
mus strips, or soil samples.  For best results do it before adding fertilizers. If you need to raise the pH, dolomitic 
lime or garden lime is the product of choice. If you need to lower the pH, sulfur is the product to use.  
   

January, February and even March are excellent months to plant or transplant roses. In an existing beds, if your 
soil is old or compacted, you can perk it up by adding compost, Black Kow, new soil, soil conditioner (from Stines 
or Lowes) etc. Use a spade fork or shovel to break up compacted soil. Dig up the bush you want to transplant and 
wash the soil off the roots. Plant as you would a bare root rose. I rarely wash off the roots...but just plant it in the 
pre-dug hole. Stake the bush to keep it stable…especially if it’s on fortuniana rootstock. Mulch and water well, 
prune in February. 
 

With all the rain we’ve had in the past few weeks your rose bushes could have too much moisture at their roots. 
Yellow leaves will indicate that. To help dry out the roots use a spade fork to make holes in the soil around the drip 
line. Simply push the spade fork down in a few places and bring it straight out to make holes allowing air to get to it. 

~ One of My Favorites ~ 
by  B.J. Abshire 

“Dee-Lish” 
A deep pink decorative hybrid tea introduced in 2005 by Meil-

land International and marketed by Star Roses. It is tall, upright 
and has a wonderfully strong citrus rose fragrance. The bloom 
is about 4” in diameter and has about 55 petals. It blooms sin-
gly and in clusters throughout the season. It gets some black-
spot but does very well without any fungicide in my garden. 
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Spring Pruning 
 

Why Do I Prune? 
 

Winter gives your roses a resting period. Pruning signals your roses to come 
alive and start growing again. In south Louisiana the traditional date to prune is 
around Valentine’s Day. Pruning before or after this date is alright. Pruning let’s 
you control the way the rose bush will grow – how large it will get, how many 
flowers it will have, how large those flowers will be etc. So, there are a few basic rules to follow for: 
 

Hybrid teas 
 Remove all dead canes all the way to the bud union. Cut diseased canes until there is all white 

pith. On grafted plants, remove any suckers coming from below the bud union.  
 Remove any growth that is smaller than a pencil. Remember, new stems will never grow larger 

than the cane from which it grows. Stems must be strong enough to support the size of the 
blooms you will get. 

 Remove any growth that is rubbing and crossing in the center of the bush. You want the inside of 
the bush to be open for good air and light circulation. The ideal shape should look like a vase or 
upside down umbrella. 

 Make your cuts at a 45 degree angle or straight across about ¼ inch above an outside bud eye at 
the 5 leaflet leaf. The angle should be slanting away from the bud eye. 

 Cutting the canes short (12-18 inches long) will give you large flowers and cutting them high (24 
inches long) will give you smaller but more flowers. Roses on Fortuniana rootstock are generally 
cut about waist high. 

 Some rosarians do not remove the remaining leaves. I remove the leaves because I want a fresh 
start in my garden and don’t want any blackspot left that might spread to new growth. 

 The last thing to do is begin your spray program. See the last article on next page. Fungal diseas-
es are a lot easier to prevent than to try and get rid of once they take hold in your garden. 

 

Floribundas and Polyanthas 
These have more flower production so leave substantially more stems 
than with hybrid teas. Many of the stems will be smaller than a pencil. 
 Remove dead, diseased and damaged stems as with hybrid teas and 

cut out very small, spindly growth. 
 Prune to a length of about 24 inches 
 I like to remove all remaining leaves on the bush 
 Leaving lots of canes will give you an abundance of flowers 
 

Old Garden Roses 
Prune “one time” bloomers only after flowering is completed, usually 
around May or June. 
Repeat bloomers can be pruned in late winter. Remove dead, diseased, and damaged wood. Shape 
lightly and remove about 1/3 of the bush. Get to know your old garden roses and learn how much to 
prune depending on how big you want it to get. 
 

Miniature and Mini-Floras 
Many people grow their minis in pots but they can be just as successful in the ground or raised beds. 
They are mostly grown on their own roots and have no bud union and no suckers. Pruning can be 
labor intensive so many rosarians use hedge clippers and take off about ½ the height (but will vary 
with different varieties) and then clean up the inside of the bush a little for good air circulation. 
 

Climbers 
Pruning climbers is a little different. Repeat bloom climbers bloom on old wood – that means last 
year’s growth and older. Do not prune as you do other bushes or you will be cutting off this year’s 
flowers. Generally they will not flower well unless the cane is trained horizontally. Very old canes 
should be removed at the base in late winter or early spring. This should encourage new canes to 
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DON'T 
Reprinted from CenLa RS newsletter Rosebud, editor Billie Flynn 
 

According to the Plant Doctor, Mississippi State Plant Pathologist Dr. Alan Henn, in late winter - early 
spring don't use fungicides included in the class called triazoles (this includes all fungicides with the active 
ingredient propiconazole, tebuconazole, metconazole, or myclobutanil) until plants have leafed out as 
these fungicides can interfere with the growth and development of new leaf buds. In his workshop this 
summer, Dr. Henn explained that propiconazole, tebuconazole, metconazole, and myclobutanil should on-
ly be used once the new leaf buds have swollen and new leaves have emerged. He went on to explain that 
triazole fungicides work because they have the ability to inhibit mycelia growth in fungus. At the same time, 
in early spring with repeated applications they deter the cellular growth of leaf buds, too. 
 

Dr. Allen Owings said he recalls experiencing this problem at the LSU rose garden in Baton Rouge one 
year when propiconazole was over-applied to the point of runoff every week by a very good graduate stu-
dent worker who was trying to do a excellent job. And he did. There was no blackspot, but there were very 
few leaves. (editor’s note: propiconazole is the active ingredient in Banner Max/Honor Guard etc. Tebucon-
azole is in some Bayer products. Myclobutanil is the active ingredient in Immunox by Sprectracide) 

Growing Roses on Fortuniana Rootstock 
information from Jim Mills’ web site www.kandmroses.com 
 

There are many types of roses as well as many thousands of varieties. Old garden roses, varieties that 
existed before 1867, are very common here in the south. Rose hybrids developed after this date is consid-
ered modern roses. Modern rose types include hybrid teas, floribundas, polyanthas, grandifloras, minia-
tures, mini-floras, and many climbers. 
Most modern roses are grafted or budded because they do not produce a vigorous root system. The root-
stock used is usually from a hardy type of rose such as R. multiflora, Dr. Huey, R. manetti, Fortuniana, or 
some proprietary to the florist industry. 
I have learned through trial and error that no other rootstock compares with Fortuniana for the south. It is 
resistant to nematodes, which are prevalent here in the south. Nematodes attack the root system of roses 
and will destroy it. Fortuniana is also resistant to other root diseases. 
The Fortuniana root system is much larger than those of other rootstocks. Its roots are fibrous and extend 
out from the plant much farther than other rootstocks. Occasionally I have found that the rootstock will form 
a tap root which I would compare to a tap root on a pine tree - I have pulled up tap roots from my older 
bushes that were up to four feet long. 
This massive root system is what makes Fortuniana the choice for serious rose growers. The blooms will 
be larger and the plants will produce more leaves, which in turn, will make the plant grow larger.  
I have Fortuniana rootstock roses in our garden that are over 12 years old, and continue to get larger each 
year. I have also found that after the first year, the rootstock is as winter hardy as most other root systems. 
 

To view a list of available roses grafted onto Fortuniana rootstock view Jim Mills’ web 
site @ kandmroses.com 
 

Pruning Roses Grown on Fortuniana Rootstock 
information from Jim Mills’ web site www.kandmroses.com 
 

I don’t prune our Fortuniana rootstock roses as severely as we do our other bushes. I’ve 
found that if you prune Fortuniana too severely, they will have a hard time recovering. The 
reason is that the massive root system must have lots of energy when the new growth be-
gins. I prune ours around hip high. 
Most people take all of the old leaves from their bushes as they prune the bush. I don’t and it 
doesn’t seem to bother the bush. 
When cutting your roses, always cut back to a 5 leaflet, not a 3 leaflet and always cut ¼” above the bud 
eye. 
If you will cut at the 5 leaflets that are growing to the outside of the bush, it will make the stems grow up 
and outward. The idea is to make your rose bush look like an upside down umbrella. 
It takes any where from 50 to 60 days for a bush to repeat bloom so if you are planning for a special occa-
sion you can figure when to prune the plants. 
When the blooms are spent you should at least pinch out the old bloom and this will start new growth. 

http://www.kandmroses.com
http://www.kandmroses.com
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Baxter Williams demonstrating to volunteers before 
heading outside 

Steven Scannielo and helpers 

Pruning the Heritage Rose Garden at ARC 

Billie Flynn & Kelly Texada from CenLa Rose Society 
pruning the Gulf District David Austin garden 
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February 8 & 9, 2019 - Mid Winter Registration - Deadline January 15, 2018  
Name ____________________________________________________________________________________  
Address __________________________________________________________________________________  
City ____________________________________________ State _______________ Zip _________________  
Phone ___________________________________ ________________________________  
Email address ____________________________________________________________________________  
____ Free Rose Arrangement Workshop Friday at 3 pm (making arrangements for the home)  
____$35 Friday Evening Wine Social and Banquet, Awards Ceremony with Special Speaker  
____$40 Saturday Breakfast drinks/snacks, Workshop and Lunch  
____$75 Friday and Saturday Events  
Mail check/registration form to: Kelly Texada, 5205 St. Germain Blvd, Alexandria, LA 71303  
Make check payable to “Gulf District” Deadline: January 15, 2019  
Contact person: Gulf District Director Ken Kelley: 318-2355-2978 or mailto:kd.kelley54@gmail.com  

Friday, February 8th, registration starts at 1:00 pm followed by a free workshop on rose arrangements for home 
at 3:00 pm. Tour the garden, browse the display of historical artwork from Civil War era Louisiana, enjoy a wine 
social at 5:00 pm, visit with old friends and make new ones.  
Friday 6 pm attend the awards banquet which will include a presentation, ”Year of the River”, marking the histor-
ical significance of the rivers of Louisiana and the introduction of formal gardens to Louisiana.  
Saturday morning 7:45 - 8:15 am: Registration, Coffee, juice, pastry, fruit, etc.  
8:15 am - Workshop presentations begin. Saturday’s theme will focus on Making Your Garden Great and in-
clude keynote speaker, Paul Zimmerman, author, landscape designer, instructor and currently head of Design 
for the Jackson & Perkins Landscape & Garden Design Service working to redesign the American Rose Center 
gardens.  
A block of 30 rooms have been reserved at the Courtyard by Marriott, 6001 Financial Plaza, Shreveport, LA  
(Pine Street exit), Phone 318-686-0880 ask for “Gulf District”. Note: Discount rate is valid until January 18, 
2019.  
Rates: $87 King with Sleeper Sofa  
$92 Double Queen Beds  
On line registration and more information at: www.gulfdistrictrose.org/mid-winter-workshop.html#registration  

http://www.gulfdistrictrose.org/mid-winter-workshop.html#registration
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A Publication of the Acadiana Rose Society 
An Affiliate of the American Rose Society 
 

Thorny Issues 
B.J. Abshire – Editor 

 The Acadiana Rose Society 
Consulting Rosarians:  

B.J. Abshire 981-4473 abshirebj@gmail.com 

Linda Aguzin* 560-1336 malbaguzin@yahoo.com 

John & Carol Benoit 234-6823 johnbost2277@yahoo.com 

Letha Briggs (Emeritus) 984-1868 lethab@lusfiber.net 

Mike Hamner (Emeritus) 235-6436 michaelhamner@cox.net 

Diane Rountree 277-2396 ddrountree@aol.com 

Lou Savoy 235-9872   

*Master Rosarian   

Officers: 
President:  Karen Molbert  
1st Vice Pres: Virginia Bowen 
2nd Vice Presidents: Linda Aguzin &  
BJ Abshire 
Secretary: Letha Briggs 
Treasurer: B.J. Abshire 

Meeting Place: 
Ira Nelson Horticulture Center 
2206 Johnston St. Lafayette, Louisiana 
3rd Thursday of each month 6:30pm 
(except Dec.– 2nd Thursday) 

No meeting in July 
 

Membership: 
$20 individuals and $25 couples 
make check payable to: 
Acadiana Rose Society 
BJ Abshire 
 

The reason for it all. 

Bouquets I had for 

Thanksgiving and 

Christmas  

 

 


