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March 15th Meeting 
Have you fertilized yet? What did you use? Do you have a special 
recipe? Even if you have come learn what fertilizers work well and how 
much to use on what bushes so you’ll have some great blooms next 
month. 
We will also be discussing upcoming events such as Festival des 
Fleurs and our club tour in May. We’ll also talk about how to prepare 
your roses for our Petite Rose Show April 19. Hope to see you 
there...6:30 pm. 
 

Petite Rose Show—April 19th meeting 
Join the fun and bring your roses to enter in our Petite show. Inside 
the newsletter you will find the show schedule and what classes you 
can enter.  
 

Refreshments 
Lou Savoy, Rosemary Florstedt & Vanessa Sam have volunteered to 
bring food to share this month. Thanks ladies! 
If you would like to bring something to a future meeting ask about the 
refreshment sign-up sheet at the next meeting.  
 

Festival des Fleurs 
Festival de Fleurs will be happening at Blackham Coliseum on Sat. , 
April 14, 2018. Acadiana RS will have an information booth again this 
year. We need volunteers to man our information table Saturday 8-4. 
We will discuss it at the March meeting. 

Calendar of Events 

March 15, 2018 
March 16-18, 2018  
March 23-24, 2018 
April 14, 2018 
April 19, 2018 
May 5, 2018 
May 5, 2018 
June 2, 2018 
 

Acadiana Rose Society meeting 
Forest Hill Nursery Festival - Forest Hill, LA 
Garden Expo - Burton Coliseum - Lake Charles 
Festival des Fleurs - Blackham Coliseum - Laf. 
Petite Rose Show at Acadiana RS meeting  
Herb Fest - Sunset, LA. 
Acadiana RS Club Tour 
Daylily Festival - Abbeville, LA  
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President’s Message 

      Someone needs to check my temperature! I think I have Spring Fever!! You know the symptoms, 
getting excited when we have beautiful days to work out in the yard, having a pruning frenzy attack, 
walking around with glossed over eyes at our local nurseries not knowing what to buy.  
     This year that fever brought about getting 5 new rose bushes, one of them being my first new David 

Austin English Rose “Munstead Wood”. It became a family affair with me, mom and even my sister 

Donna joined the fun. We dug up things that were not in 

the best of shape, put a little fresh dirt, added some of 

Lou’s (mom) magic mixture 

fertilizer and finished with 

some Mycorrhizal Fungi (the 

root growth enhancer). I 

think my Fever was cured 

after that! Hope you got a 

little Spring Fever Fun! 

With Love and Roses, 

                  Karen 

Rose Growing Tips for Beginners  
By A.J. Sparks, reprinted from Jan 2001 Rose Triangle, Beaumont, Tx.  

Don’t Let Roses Intimidate You - They are just plants, and respond to water, fertilizer, sun, and a little attention to dis-
ease and pest control.  
Be Willing to Try New Things - As long as it isn’t detrimental to your health or the health of the plants, give it a try. 
Why not?  
On the other hand, don’t try everything all at once - Also, be aware of and prepared for contradictory advice. Find a 
consulting Rosarian and follow his or her advice. Try it for one season. Do what that successful rose grower suggests, 
or at least be selective and do what seems most practical for you. In the following seasons, experiment a bit more. After 
a few seasons of growing roses, you will arrive at your own set of preferred practices.  
Watch what you read - Often, things which appear in local newspapers or magazines are based on what is correct for 
someone somewhere, but not necessarily your location. Go visit gardens of local Rosarians. If you like what you see, 
you know that advice will work.  
Don’t get discouraged - Some seasons are better or worse than others. Even the very best Rosarians are disappoint-
ed some years. Just do the best you can for your bushes. The rest is up to them and whatever nature throws your way.  
Visit your roses daily - The best teacher is the bush itself. If it looks happy and healthy, all is well and you feel encour-
aged to continue whatever good things you are doing for it. Daily visits allow you to spot problems before they get out of 
hand.  
Don’t panic over every leaf hole, tear, discolored edge, or petal streak - Nobody is perfect and your roses won’t be 
either. Be satisfied with good health, bloom production and vigor.  
Throw out old wives tales - Many bits of rose “wisdom” have been repeated so often that they are taken for fact. The 
old “don’t let the leaves get wet” is probably the topper. File this and other tidbits not derived from your local Consulting 
Rosarian in the same file you use for unwanted child rearing advice from well meaning friends and family. Don’t argue-
just smile a lot, nod, and ignore.  
When it’s time to winter protect, follow advice of your local Consulting Rosarians - Our climate is unique in that 
we don’t normally have heavy snow cover, but have cold temperatures, freeze-thaw cycles, and wind. These will kill a 
rose that is unprotected. Follow the advice in your newsletter, better still, come to the rose meetings and learn how to 
protect your roses.  
Don’t take your roses too seriously - They are for your enjoyment! Loosen up! Yes, prune, feed, spray, water, pray, 
and prod, but take time to smell the roses.  
Join the American Rose Society (ARS) in addition to your membership in the local society. The ARS magazines and 
Annual are full of information and great pictures. You read, you learn, you absorb. Growing roses is a never ending 
learning experience. That’s what keeps Rosarians excited about each new growing season.  
Share your roses with friends, neighbors, family, even nursing home residents. You’ll be glad you did!  
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 It’s Time to Prune… 
 

It’s time to prune!!  Traditionally here in South Louisiana think Valentine’s Day and later to start your major 
pruning. Some experienced rosarians start their pruning before then if they have a lot of roses or we’ve had a 
mild winter. We are in the midst of a very cold winter...multiple and lengthy freezes. The Cajun groundhog, 
Pierre C. Shadeaux,  didn’t see his shadow...that means we will have an early and longer spring. Gather all 
the equipment you will need like good leather gloves, sharp bypass pruners and loppers, a small saw will 
come in handy for tight spots and wear a long sleeve shirt to protect your arms. 
 

No matter what kind of rose bush you have, the first thing you do is remove all dead, damaged or diseased 
branches. Cut these off flush with the bud union. Also, cut off any suckers sprouting from below the bud union. 
Remove all leaves. They are of no use to the plant and will fall off anyway because of the extremely cold 
weather we’ve had. If you did that in January you can move on to the fun stuff. When making your cut, look for 
a bud eye on the outside of the cane. The bud eyes are small, swollen, reddish bumps up and down the cane. 
Cutting at the outside bud will make the canes grow out away from the center of the plant (mostly in hybrid 
teas/grandifloras) and leave room for sun and air flow. I’ve read that you can also just cut the bush exactly in 
half and have excellent results as well and forget the bud eyes. Roses are very forgiving and will bloom no 
matter how you cut them. However, careful pruning will result in a more attractive and healthy bush. 
 

Now is a good time to transplant a bush to a different spot. Pruning the bush before you dig it up will make it a 
lot easier to handle and less chance to get stuck with a thorn. Dig the new hole first before digging up the 
bush. You could add some compost or fresh soil to the new location to make the new bush feel welcome and 
give it a good start. You could also put a handful of super phosphate in the bottom of the hole to promote good 
roots. Put a little soil over the super phosphate so the roots don’t touch it. After filling in the hole work in some 
organics such as alfalfa pellets (rabbit food), Mills Magic, MicroLife etc. around the base. As we learned at the 
winter workshop mycorrhizal beneficial fungi would also be good to add to the planting hole. It can be found on 
the internet, Rosemania.com or possibly local nurseries. 
 

If you have hybrid teas or grandifloras, remove all branches that are smaller than a pencil. Prune out cross-
ing or rubbing branches in the center. Leaving 4 to 6 good sized canes coming from the bud union would be 
ideal but you can have more, and you want the center to be open – with that “vase” shape for air flow and 
light. Now, cut the canes to the length you want cutting to all white pith. Cutting short (12-18 in. canes) will give 
you large flowers and cutting high (24 in. canes) will give you smaller but more blooms. Overall you should cut 
off about 2/3 of the height. 
 

The nice thing about floribundas is that they produce an abundance of flowers. Remove small spindly growth 
from the inside of the plant as with hybrid teas, for air circulation and light. Cut canes to about 24 inches on 
large, established bushes. Leave most of the canes so they will produce lots of sprays. Some floribundas may 
have dense foliage in the middle of the plant and need to be thinned out. Good airflow is important to prevent 
diseases. In general, cut off about 1/4 - 1/3 of the height of established bushes.  
 

Miniatures – Many people grow them in pots. Minis can handle severe pruning. Cut stems about 5-8 inches 
long. If you have a lot of miniatures use hedge clippers and then go back and clean up the inside a little. They 
can get root bound so repot after 3 or 4 years. Miniatures can also be easily divided to make more plants. 
 

Pruning climbers is a little different. They bloom on old wood – last year’s growth and older. Very old canes 
should be taken out at the base in early spring – this will encourage new canes. Climbers should not be 
pruned until after the first flush of blooms or else you will be cutting away your flowers. If they need shaping, 
you can do this in the spring or later in the season. 
 

Old Garden roses don’t need much pruning. Just take a few inches off the branches and shape lightly. Give 
them plenty of space and let ‘em grow. 
 

Shrub is a generic classification given to a group of roses that don’t fit neatly into any other category. They 
come in a lot of shapes and sizes. Some are compact, growing no more than 3 feet and others sprawl to as 
much as 12 or 15 feet. English roses, introduced by David Austin, are among the most popular. Generally, you 
would take off ½ to 2/3 of the bush depending on how big you want it to get and the space you have. Prune 
first year shrubs lightly so they can get established into their normal habit or form. 
After pruning is a good time to spray your bushes with a dormant or horticulture oil or lime sulfur to kill any 
eggs or overwinter bad guys. Also spray a fungicide to prevent blackspot. Do not fertilize now with inorganics 
such as water soluble Miracle Gro and those type fertilizers until after the first flush of blooms. 
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Check out the ARS Gulf District Facebook 
page to get information on roses and events in 
LA & MS.     https://www.facebook.com/
GulfDistrictAmericanRoseSociety  
 
Check out the rose care links, read 
about the rose trial gardens for easy 
care hybrid teas, learn about up-coming 
events, add your comments to the Gulf 
District Facebook page.  

 

Acadiana Rose Society has a website 
launching at the end of  March!! 
 

Thanks to president Karen Molbert and her school Sts. 
Peter & Paul Catholic School we will soon be online.   

Do your rose bushes have labels?  
Everlastlabel.com or everlastplantmarkers.com 
for a variety of garden labels  
 

Also check out Gardeners.com for inexpensive 
markers 
 

A very sturdy, long lasting marker and more 
expensive plant marker (but worth it) can be 
found at kincaidplantmarkers.com 

Forest Hill Nursery  
Festival 

March 16-18  
Forest Hill, LA. 

I-49 at the  
Forest Hill exit 

You will be seeing these little bug-
gers soon. Cucumber Beetles ruin 
rose petals. Be on the lookout for 
them and apply the squish method. 
Be quick because they fly away 
quickly. 

Day Lily Festival June 2, 2018 
Magdalen Square Abbeville, LA  
8:30 - 3:00,  Free Admission 

 

Sunset Herb Fest 
May 5, 2018 
Sunset, LA 
9:00 - 4:00 
$5 adm. 

The Gulf District of the 
American Rose Society  

 

Visit the new Gulf District webpage  
http://www.gulfdistrictrose.org/welcome.html  

for information about local societies and 
upcoming events.  

Festival des Fleurs 
April 14, 2018   

 8-4pm 
Blackham  
  Coliseum 
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~ One of My Favorites ~  
by B.J. Abshire  

“Sedona” 

“Sedona” is a beautiful coral, orange-red hybrid tea. It 
has upright growth, dark green glossy foliage and the 
flower is a huge 5 inches across. It was bred by Keith 
Zary and introduced by Jackson & Perkins in 2010.  

https://www.facebook.com/GulfDistrictAmericanRoseSociety
https://www.facebook.com/GulfDistrictAmericanRoseSociety
http://www.Everlastlabel.com
everlastplantmarkers.com
http://www.Gardeners.com
kincaidplantmarkers.com
http://www.gulfdistrictrose.org/welcome.html
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Fertilizer Basics 
by  Susan Gutierrez Consulting Rosarian - East Bay RS, Oakland, CA 
 

There are three basic active ingredients in any package of fertilizer: nitrogen, phosphorous and potassium (also 
called potash). These are often referred to as N, P, K. N for nitrogen, P for phosphorous and K for potassium. 
This applies to all fertilizers: organic or non-organic, liquid or solid. 
 

The amount of these basic active ingredients is listed as a percentage of the total on the package label and al-
ways in the same order. So a fertilizer that contains 10% nitrogen, 20% phosphorous and 10% potassium would 
be referred to as a 10-20-10 fertilizer. This fertilizer contains 40% (10+20+10) active food value. The remaining 
60% is inactive material which is of minimal value. 
 

Roses use each ingredient at differing times during the growth and bloom cycle: 
Nitrogen is needed to promote growth of stems and foliage. More is needed in the spring to support the rapid 
new growth. It should be used more moderately during the entire growing season and discontinued in the fall. 
Phosphorous is needed for developing strong roots and blooms. A higher phosphorous fertilizer should be used 
beginning three weeks or so prior to bloom and continuing until blooming occurs. 
Potassium is needed to help the rose maintain overall good health. It should be used during the entire growing 
season. It also promotes hardiness to heat, cold and drought and is a good supplement at the end of the growing 
season. 
 

When to start feeding your roses depends on whether it is a new rose or an established rose. For new bare root 
roses, apply organic amendments when planting the rose. Wait until after the first bloom to apply a chemical ferti-
lizer, to be sure the roots are hardy enough to avoid burning.. For established roses, you can apply fertilizer once 
new growth appears. Applying fertilizer every four weeks will keep them happy. 
 

How should you feed your roses? The most important rule is to read and follow the directions on the label! 
The directions are there to help keep you and others safe. Water your roses well the day before applying the ferti-
lizer. This is especially important if you are using a liquid fertilizer. Watering the day before will force your roses to 
“take small sips” rather than “suck up” the fertilizer and burn their roots. Apply fertilizer and water lightly. 

Fertilizer: Do you know the correct answers?  
 

1.While roses will tolerate a wide variation of acidity in the soil, one pH 
range is generally considered the best to promote healthy plants. Which of 
the following is the ideal pH for roses?  
 - 7.0 or higher 
 - 6.0 - 6.5 
 - 5.0 - 5.5 
 - 4.0 - 4.5 
 

2.To lower the pH in an alkaline soil, which of the following would you use?  
 - Organic material or sulfur 
 - Lime 
 - Lye 
 - Gypsum 
 

3.What are the advantages of organic materials in the soil?  
 - Helps retain water which is important for a very sandy soil  
 - Helps to lower pH in an alkaline soil  
 - Slowly releases nutrients to the plant over time  
 - All of the above 
 

4.To what do the three numbers on a bag of fertilizers refer (10-8-10)? 
 - Iron, Zinc, Aluminum  
 - Different, pounds of nitrogen  
 - Nitrogen, Phosphorous, Potassium  
 - Trace Elements  
 

Answers 
1. 6.0 - 6.5 
2. Organic material or sulfur 
3. All of the above 
4. Nitrogen, Phosphorus, Potassium 

Answers ► 

Liquid Seaweed 
Seaweed (or kelp) lives in a medium 
(the sea) that is never nutritionally de-
ficient, nor is it subjected to the chang-
es in temperature and growing condi-
tions as are land plants. The sea con-
tains traces of nearly every mineral 
element found in the earth’s crust, so it 
is no wonder that its offspring also 
contains these traces. In fact, sea-
weed contains all major and minor 
plant nutrients as well as all trace ele-
ments. 
Many times micronutrients, while in 
the soil, are not available to the plant. 
A substance called mannitol in sea-
weed is a carbohydrate that is a che-
lating compound which makes some 
of those micro nutrients already in the 
soil available to the plants in a chelat-
ed form. 
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Even though it’s been warm the last few weeks, we’ve had a colder than normal 2017/18 winter. Our bushes 
got a very good rest and we should have beautiful blooms this spring. I hope you pruned in February or even 
in early March in order to keep your bushes well shaped and not too tall. Most nurseries have potted roses for 
sale. Check them out for a variety you don’t have. Chastant Bros. has a selection of roses and All Seasons 
nursery has a good selection. We get a 10% discount at these 2 businesses. Bring your membership card.  
Go out and take a second look at your bushes. You’ll probably find that you missed a few branches that are 
dead or too small to leave. You may even want to cut a little more off on those hybrid tea canes.  
 By now you should have lots of new growth and even some buds and blooms. Take time to do some se-

lective finger pruning on your hybrid teas. You simply rub off these very delicate unwanted buds with 
forefinger or thumb. Nature provides the possibility of 2 or 3 buds at every node (see pictures below). 
Try rubbing off 2 of the buds and you will have a stronger, more productive cane that produces a larger 
flower. The bud you leave should face away from the center of the bush making the center open for air 
circulation. This is the way to attain that desired “vase” shape in hybrid teas. Watch and be careful with 
tender basal breaks. These will emerge from the bud union and are usually a reddish color. Stake or tie 
them to a strong cane until they harden off. Also look for blind shoots up and down the canes. These are 
clusters of leaves on short stems that taper to a point. Blind shoots will not bloom. Experienced rosari-
ans advise removing the blind shoots. But they also believe the more leaves on a bush the better the 
plant’s ability to produce food and energy. A compromise would be to remove the blind shoots in the mid-
dle of the bush but leave the ones on the outside and allow them to be exposed to the sun. 

 If you spray your roses, start now if you didn’t in February. PREVENTION IS EASIER THAN CURING!  
 Also, remember how important it is to wear protective clothing, mask and goggles to protect yourself. 

Even if there is no breeze you can still breathe the chemical and get it on you. 
 As new leaves appear on your bushes aphids will be the first to appear. Pick them off with your fingers, 

blast them off with a spray of water on the underside of leaves or spot treat with an insecticide if you have 
a big infestation. There are a number of good ready to spray insecticides at the Mega Marts. Give the 
buds a couple of spritzes to help combat thrips. I’ve already seen lady beetles on some bushes. Let them 
work their magic and help you take care of the aphids. Try to spray insecticides only when you have a 
problem, otherwise you kill the good bugs that help keep the bad bugs in check. 

 Fertilize established bushes with water soluble (if you like) but wait until after the first flush of blooms. 
Don’t fertilize newly planted bushes as their root systems needs to develop good before the top growth 
does. For a good start on new bushes add ½ -3/4 cup of worm castings in the bottom of the hole  if you 
have them before you plant your new bush. Also, for new or established bushes apply some organics 
such as alfalfa pellets, fish meal, cottonseed meal, Epsom salts etc or a ready-to-use product such as Mi-
croLife or Mills Magic around the drip line and scratch in lightly and water afterwards.  

 It can be windy in March and that dries out your beds, so water those bushes every week, unless of 
course we’ve had a good rain. Also, water well the day before spraying fungicide. And, don’t forget a thick 
layer of mulch. I prefer pine needles but oak leaves are ok and other leaves are beneficial as well. Chop 
them (lawn mower or ‘weed eater in the trash can method) before applying and they break down much 

Multiple Bud Eyes 

March in the Rose Garden 
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Classes for Petite Show - April 19, 2018 
 

There will 2 Divisions for Entries…Veterans and Novices 
 

You Must Know the Name of Your Roses 
 

Veterans - Classes 1, 2, 7 & 8 ONLY 
 

Class 1– Hybrid Tea/Grandiflora 
1 bloom per stem - Exhibition stage - no side buds or stem on stem 

Provide your own vase /You may enter as many as you want but only 1 of each variety 
 

Class 2 - Floribunda Spray 
A spray is 2 or more blooms on a stem (the more the better) Provide your own vase 

(1 bloom flanked by 1 or more immature buds is not a spray) 
 

 
Novices - May enter all classes 1 thru 8 

 
Class 3 - Hybrid Tea/Grandiflora 

1 bloom per stem - Exhibition stage - no side buds or stem on stem 
Provide your own vase /You may enter as many as you want but only 1 of each variety 

 

Class 4  - David Austin English Roses 
1 bloom or spray / provide your own vase 

 

Class 5 - Decorative Hybrid Tea 
1 bloom w/o side buds. The Decorative HT does not normally present high centered exhibition  

form, instead has a symmetrical spiral of petals and somewhat informal  
 

Class 6 - Floribunda Spray 
A spray is 2 or more blooms on a stem (the more the better) Provide your own vase 

(1 bloom flanked by 1 or more immature buds is not a spray) 
 
 

Classes 7 & 8 are open to Novice & Veterans 
 

Class 7  - Mixed Bouquet   
(Anyone can easily do this) 

Provide your own vase with a collection of favorites from your garden / filler allowed.  
Roses must dominate 

You do not need to know the rose names 
Members will choose the winner 

 

Class 8  - Most Fragrant  
Provide your own vase / Members will choose the winner 

 
 

...Exhibitors Must Provide Their Own Vases/Containers 
 
 

...Entry tags will be available at the meeting 
 

...You may enter as many roses as you want in each class but no duplicate varieties 
 

...You must know the name of your roses (except for Class 8 - Mixed Bouquet) 
 

 
Come a little early to place your roses 
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Thorny Issues 

B.J. Abshire – Editor 

Lafayette, LA.  

 The Acadiana Rose Society 

Consulting Rosarians:  
*Master Rosarian   

B.J. Abshire 981-4473 abshirebj@gmail.com 

Linda Aguzin* 560-1336 malbaguzin@yahoo.com 

John & Carol Benoit 234-6823 johnbost561@yahoo.com 

Letha Briggs (Emeritus) 984-1868 lethab@lusfiber.net 

Mike Hamner (Emeritus) 235-6436 michaelhamner@cox.net 

Diane Rountree 988-1741 ddrountree@aol.com 

Lou Savoy 235-9872  

Officers: 
President: Karen Molbert 
Vice President.: Virginia Bowen 
Programs: Linda Aguzin/BJ Abshire 
Secretary: Letha Briggs  
Treasurer: B.J. Abshire 
 

Meeting Place: 
Ira Nelson Horticulture Center 
2206 Johnston St., Lafayette, Louisiana 
3rd Thursday of each month 6:30 pm 
 (except Dec.—2nd Thursday) 

No meeting in July 
 

Membership: 
$20 - individual or $25 -couple   
Make check payable to 
Acadiana Rose Society 
c/o B.J. Abshire 
Lafayette, LA  
 

 


